9o                    MARTIAL  LAW

On the 18th December His Britannic Majesty's
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs gave notice that
the Suzerainty of Turkey over Egypt was terminated.
On the following day the same authority announced
that H.H. Abbas Hilmi Pasha had been deposed from
the Khediviate, and that the dignity with the title
of Sultan had been offered to Prince Hussein Kamil
Pasha, eldest living Prince of the family of Mehemet
AH, and accepted by him. The sterling character of
the new ruler had long been known to British and
Egyptians. He had led a blameless and patriarchal
life, and avoided the pitfalls of political intrigue. His
courage, both physical and moral, was undeniable.
On his attempted assassination later, he preserved
admirable composure, and showed the same calm in-
difference to the threats of future punishment which
the Khedive in Constantinople showered upon him.
Prince Hussein, indeed, had little affection and less
respect for his nephew. To the last he regarded
Abbas as an unprincipled adventurer, too much of
a poltroon to be greatly wicked. Prince Hussein was
the first ruler of Egypt to insist that the private lives of
Ministers and Officers of the Household must be free
from reproach. One of his earliest acts was to demand
the resignation of two high officials of the State, whose
conduct fell below the standard of morality which he
set up. Over his immediate circle the Sultan exercised
despotic power, and the fellahin preserved a remarkable
respect for his personality.1 Prince Hussein Kamil

1 Many strange stories were current once on this point. There is
one which amusingly illustrates the extraordinary credulity of
Egyptians. The Prince, when absent from his agricultural properties,
resided in a magnificent palace on the outskirts of Cairo. One morning
an Englishman living near by asked his gardener what was the news
of the day : ' Haven't you heard ? ? replied the man in amaze-
ment. * A few hours ago His Highness sent for Cromer, and Cromer
was late. So his Highness grew angry and saying, " I'll teach him
a lesson ", called for a cab and drove off to Cairo, Just at this spot he